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IN EMERGENCY CALL/TEXT 813-
406-2620 (Fr.’s cell). If in middle
of night and no answer, call 813-
659-01230r 813-451-9829 (Pani’s
cell). If they are off duty please
call Parish Council President below
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Tone 1

Sunday, August 25
10" Sunday after
Pentacost
9:45 am Memorial
10 am Divine Liturgy
11:15am Fellowship
Reader class with Andy
Reader: Andy
Altar: Jefferson
Counters: Pani, Marijean

Wednesday, August 28
7:00 pm Vespers and
Litiya St. John the
Baptist

Sunday, Sept. 1
11" Sunday after
Pentacost

10 am Divine Liturgy
11:15am Fellowship

Reader: Joseph

Altar: Vasiliy & Vladislav
Counters: Tom, Katie D

Sunday, Sept. 8
12% Sunday after
Pentacost
10 am Divine Liturgy
11:15am Fellowship
Reader: Brian
Altar: Jefferson
Counters: Tom, Mike D

Today’s services are in loving memory of Virginia Walls, grandmother of Dale Brown. May her memory
be eternal!

Today’s second collection is for the emergency fund.

On September 27 and 28 at St. Nicholas Orthodox Church in Tarpon Springs there is a woman’s retreat
with Sylvia Leontaritis to talk about her book “Songs of Praise” Information is at this link:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/st-nicholas-cathedral-womens-retreat-tickets-63539651809

The retreat includes a copy of her book.

We are starting a new visitation ministry to visit parishioners in need. We will focus on those who are
sick, elderly and shut ins. If you interested in being part of this ministry, please speak to Rebecca.

Subdeacon John is currently in Lakeland Hospital and will be transferred to Opis nursing home in a day
or 2. Please keep him in your prayers.

If you would like to serve on the parish council, please submit your name to a council member. The
elections committee will review all names and we will elect members on September 8 at the General
Assembly.

The general parish assembly is scheduled for Sept 8. Please join us for updates and discussion on the
future and the election of parish council members.

Please review the calendar on the side of the bulletin and notice if you are scheduled to be a counter with
a parish council member.

If you are coming to confession, please be in line by 9:50 am on a normal Sunday. On a Sunday there is
a Memorial scheduled, please be in line by 9:35 am. Please line up down the center isle of the church.

Parish council contacts: Scottie (President): 813-629-6027, Brian (Vice President): (813) 763-5226,
Rebecca (Treasurer): (813) 763-5225, Paula (813) 838-4554 (Secretary) Tom Moore Financial Secretary

In addition to the prayer corner for the living, we would also like to have one for the reposed. If you have
anyone who you would like to be put on this, please speak to Cynthia or send her a message.

If you have someone who needs to be added to the prayer list, please see Cynthia Brown, beginning next
week. You can contact Cynthia during the week at cynthiaann36@]live.com or on Facebook Messenger.
We will update the list monthly.

Prayer Corner: Please pray for the ailing: Alexander, Kathy, William, Walter, Helen, Neila, Olexander,
Anna, John, Carol, Mat. Mary, SD. John, Randee, John, Ryan, Olga, Paul, Katy, Joy, Will, Mike, Alex,
Virginia, Marjorie, Darla, Pirkko, Freda, Linda, Joe, Amy, Travis, Logan, Joshua, Brian, Jacob, George,
Sally, Walter, Nina

Reposed: Virginia, Harry, Millie, Harry, Richard, Albert, Mary, John



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/st-nicholas-cathedral-womens-retreat-tickets-63539651809
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/st-nicholas-cathedral-womens-retreat-tickets-63539651809
mailto:cynthiaann36@live.com
mailto:cynthiaann36@live.com

Sign up for fellowship! It can be as simple as bagels or donuts. Please see the board in the hall, or a council member if you have any
questions. Please refer to the Fellowship guidelines when it is your Sunday to do fellowship.

Christian Education will resume on September 15. Pani will still print out the Children’s Word weekly for the youth. If you are
interested in helping out, please see Scottie. We would like to begin a rotation schedule.

The Hieromartyr Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, was born in the year 130 in the city of Smyrna (Asia Minor). He received there the
finest education, studying poetics, philosophy, rhetoric, and the rest of the classical sciences considered necessary for a young man of the
world.

His guide in the truths of the Christian Faith was a disciple of the Apostle John the Theologian, Saint Polycarp of Smyrna
(February 23). Saint Polycarp baptized the youth, and afterwards ordained him presbyter and sent him to a city in Gaul then named
Lugdunum [the present day Lyons in France] to the dying bishop Pothinus.

A commission was soon entrusted to Saint Irenacus. He was to deliver a letter from the confessors of Lugdunum to the holy
Bishop Eleutherius of Rome (177-190). While he was away, all the known Christians were thrown into prison. After the martyric death
of Bishop Pothinus, Saint Irenaeus was chosen a year later (in 178) as Bishop of Lugdunum. “During this time,” Saint Gregory of Tours
(November 17) writes concerning him, “by his preaching he transformed all Lugdunum into a Christian city!”

When the persecution against Christians quieted down, the saint expounded upon the Orthodox teachings of faith in one of his
fundamental works under the title: Detection and Refutation of the Pretended but False Gnosis. It is usually called Five Books against
Heresy (Adversus Haereses).

At that time there appeared a series of religious-philosophical gnostic teachings. The Gnostics [from the Greek word “gnosis”
meaning “knowledge”] taught that God cannot be incarnate [i.e. born in human flesh], since matter is imperfect and manifests itself as
the bearer of evil. They taught also that the Son of God is only an outflowing (“emanation”) of Divinity. Together with Him from the
Divinity issues forth a hierarchical series of powers (“aeons’), the unity of which comprise the “Pleroma”, i.e. “Fullness.” The world is
not made by God Himself, but by the acons or the “Demiourgos,” which is below the “Pleroma.”

In refuting this heresy, championed by Valentinus, Saint Irenaeus presents the Orthodox teaching of salvation. “The Word of
God, Jesus Christ, through His inexplicable blessedness caused it to be, that we also, should be made that which He is ... ,” taught Saint
Irenaeus. “Jesus Christ the Son of God, through exceedingly great love for His creation, condescended to be born of a Virgin, having
united mankind with God in His own Self.” Through the Incarnation of God, creation becomes co-imaged and co-bodied to the Son of
God. Salvation consists in the “Sonship” and “Theosis” (“Divinization”) of mankind.

In the refutation of another heretic, Marcian, who denied the divine origin of the Old Testament, the saint affirms the same
divine inspiration of the Old and the New Testaments: “It is one and the same Spirit of God Who proclaimed through the prophets the
precise manner of the Lord’s coming,” wrote the saint. “Through the apostles, He preached that the fulness of time of the filiation had
arrived, and that the Kingdom of Heaven was at hand.”

The successors of the Apostles have received from God the certain gift of truth, which Saint Irenaeus links to the succession of
the episcopate (Adv. Haer. 4, 26, 2). “Anyone who desires to know the truth ought to turn to the Church, since through Her alone did the
apostles expound the Divine Truth. She is the door to life.”

Saint Irenaeus also exerted a beneficial influence in a dispute about the celebration of Pascha. In the Church of Asia Minor,
there was an old tradition of celebrating Holy Pascha on the fourteenth day of the month of Nisan, regardless of what day of the week it
happened to be. The Roman bishop Victor (190-202) forcefully demanded uniformity, and his harsh demands fomented a schism. In the
name of the Christians of Gaul, Saint Irenacus wrote to Bishop Victor and others, urging them to make peace.

After this incident, Saint Irenaeus drops out of sight, and we do not even know the exact year of his death. Saint Gregory of
Tours, in his Historia Francorum, suggests that Saint Irenacus was beheaded by the sword for his confession of faith in the year 202,
during the reign of Severus.

The Apostle and Evangelist John the Theologian, Saint Polycarp of Smyrna, and Saint Irenaeus of Lyons are three links in an
unbroken chain of the grace of succession, which goes back to the Original Pastor, our Lord Jesus Christ Himself.

In his old age, Saint Irenaeus wrote to his old friend the priest Florinus: “When I was still a boy, I knew you... in Polycarp’s
house.... I remember what happened in those days more clearly than what happens now.... I can describe for you the place where blessed
Polycarp usually sat and conversed, the character of his life, the appearance of his body, and the discourses which he spoke to the people,
how he spoke of the conversations which he had with John and others who had seen the Lord, how he remembered their words, and what
he heard from them about the Lord ... I listened eagerly to these things, by the mercy of God, and wrote them, not on paper, but in my
heart.”

Troparion — Tone 4

By sharing in the ways of the Apostles, / you became a successor to their throne. / Through the practice of virtue, you
found the way to divine contemplation, O inspired one of God; / by teaching the word of truth without error, you

defended the Faith, even to the shedding of your blood. / Hieromartyr Irenaeus, entreat Christ God to save our souls.
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