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Payl Please take a green
information sheet if this is your first
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IN EMERGENCY CALL/TEXT 813-
406-2620 (Fr.’s cell). If in middle
of night and no answer, call 813-
659-01230r 813-451-9829 (Pani’s
cell). If they are off duty please
call Parish Council President below
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Tone 5

Sunday, February 17
Sunday of Publican
and Pharissee
Fast Free Week
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
11:15 am Fellowship
Counters: Pani,
Altar: Jefferson
Reader: Brian

Sunday, February 24
Prodigal Son
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
11:15 am Fellowship
Counters: Pani, Denis
Altar: Vladislav &
Vasily
Reader: John

Sunday, March 3
Sunday of the Last
Judgement
9:30 am Teaching
Proskimedia
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
11:15 am Fellowship
Counters: Scottie Harry
Altar: Jefferson
Reader: Brian

Sunday, March 10
Sunday of the Last
Judgement
9:30 am Teaching
Proskimedia
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
11:15 am Fellowship
Counters: Scottie
Toney,

Altar: Vladislav &
Vasily
Reader: Andy

Many years to the newly illumined Annalise!
Memory Eternal to Marie DiBernardo.
We found a cell phone charger on the church porch. If it is yours, let Pani know.

March 3, before church at 9:30 am we will be having a teaching Proskemedia so you can observe what
Father Harry does before church.

Interested in being a reader? We will have a class with Andy on March 10 after church.

If you are using a pew book and it needs re-stapled or another cover, please give it to Pani so she can
repair it

Sign up for fellowship! It can be as simple as bagels or donuts. Please see the board in the hall, or a
council member if you have any questions. Please refer to the Fellowship guidelines when it is your
Sunday to do fellowship.

HELP US! The Maintenance Ministry has compiled a list of projects that need to be addressed around the
property. “Ongoing projects” are those which need to be done regularly. We ask that you sign up and
take responsibility for these tasks for a 3-month period. A second list highlights “One-time

repairs”. Please review both lists on the bulletin board in the Social Hall and see if you can lend a

hand. If you have questions or have items you feel need to be addressed please see any Council member
or Mike B.

Parish council contacts: Scottie (President): 813-629-6027, Brian (Vice President): (813) 763-5226,
Rebecca (Treasurer): (813) 763-5225, Paula (813) 838-4554 (Secretary) Tom Moore Financial Secretary

LENTEN RETREAT - Date: Saturday, March 23, 2019 See flyer in narthex!
Location: Hillsborough County Community College
Ybor City Campus Student Service Building at:
1320 E. Palm Avenue Tampa, FL. 33605

If you are coming to confession, please be in line by 9:50 am on a normal Sunday. On a Sunday there is a
Memorial scheduled, please be in line by 9:35 am. Please line up down the center isle of the church.

We want to begin an emergency fund collection on the last Sunday of every month. The funds collected
will be specifically put in an account for emergencies.

Prayer Corner: Please pray for the ailing: Mary,Kathy, Susan, Helen, Neila, Olexander, Anna, John, Carol,
Mat. Mary, SD. John, Randee, John, Ryan, Marie, Paul, Mary, Pangratios, Tikon, Vasili, Jeremiah, Dcn. Luke,
Maria, John David, Elisabeth, Joshua, Alexander, Nicholas, Rebecca, Genevieve, Panteleimon, Vladimir,
Margaret, David, Sarah, Jonathon, Simon, Judy, Fr. Michael, Anastasia, Demitrios, Alexandra, Israel, George,
Michelle, Joseph, Jaqueline, Michael, Geverlyn, Thomas, Norma, Sally, Sarah, Derek, Susan, Lucy, Beth,
Kathy, Phyllis, John, David, Shirley, Kalie, Madeline, Thomas, Patricia, Archimandrite David, Jake, Tom,
Beverly, Taylor, Sylvia, Andreas, Josh, Nicole, Joyce, Sandy,Georgina, Kathy, Pam, Ann, Eli, Shay, Ocean,
Lauren, Donna, Kim, Lori, Nancy, George, Sharon, Sylvia, Kristi, Gary, Tori, Joan, Thomas, Susan, Alexei




The Orthodox Saint Valentine St. Valentine the Presbyter (Feast Day - February 14 and July 6)
The ancient martyrology of the Church of Rome marks February 14th as the remembrance of "the martyr Valentine, presbyter of Rome"
(Valentinus means "vigorous" in Latin). Unfortunately the historical data for the Saint is incomplete.

The Martyrdom of the Saint in Rome Saint Valentine lived in Rome in the third century and was a priest who helped the martyrs during the
persecution of Emperor Claudius II the Goth. The great virtue and catechetical activities of the Saint had become known. For this he was
arrested and brought before the imperial court.

"Why, Valentine, do you want to be a friend of our enemies and reject our friendship?" asked the Emperor.

The Saint replied: "My lord, if you knew the gift of God, you would be happy together with your empire and would reject the worship of idols
and worship the true God and His Son Jesus Christ."

One of the judges stopped the Saint and asked him what he thought about Jupiter and Mercury, and Valentine boldly replied: "They are
miserable, and spent their lives in corruption and crime!"

The judge furiously shouted: "He blasphemes against the gods and against the empire!"

The Emperor, however, continued his questions with curiosity, and found a welcome opportunity to finally learn what was the faith of
Christians. Valentine then found the courage to urge him to repent for the blood of the Christians that was shed. "Believe in Jesus Christ, be
baptized and you will be saved, and from this time forward the glory of your empire will be ensured as well as the triumph of your armory."
Claudius became convinced, and said to those who were present: "What a beautiful teaching this man preaches."

But the Mayor of Rome, dissatisfied, began to shout: "See how this Christian misled our Prince."

Then Claudius brought the Saint to another judge. He was called Asterios, and he had a little girl who was blind for two years. Listening about
Jesus Christ, that He is the Light of the World, he asked Valentine if he could give that light to his child. St. Valentine put his hand on her eyes
and prayed: "Lord Jesus Christ, true Light, illuminate this blind child." Oh the great miracle! The child could see! So the judge with all his
family confessed Christ. Having fasted for three days, he destroyed the idols that were in the house and finally received Holy Baptism.

When the Emperor heard about all these events, he initially thought not to punish them, thinking that in the eyes of the citizens he will look
weak, which forced him to betray his sense of justice. Therefore St. Valentine along with other Christians, after they were tortured, were
beheaded on 14 February in the year 268 (or 269).

The Relics of the Saint in Athens After the martyrdom some Christians salvaged the body of the Saint and put a bit of his blood in a vile. The
body of the Martyr was moved and buried in the Catacombs of St. Priscilla, a burial place of most of the martyrs. Over the years somehow he
was "forgotten", since almost every day there were buried in these catacombs new martyrs for several decades. The memory of Valentine's
martyrdom however remained robust, particularly in the local Church of Rome. Officially the memory of St. Valentine was established in 496 by
Pope St. Gelasius.

Fifteen centuries pass and we arrive at 1815, at which time divine intention was to "disturb" the eternal repose of the Saint. Then the relics were
donated by the Pope to a gentle Italian priest (according to the custom of the time). After this the relics are "lost" again until 1907 where we find
them in Mytilene in the Roman Catholic Church of Our Lady. It seems that after the death of the priest that a descendant of his had inherited the
relics and had migrated to Mytilene, which was then a thriving community of West-European Catholic Christians. There they remained until
1990 when they were moved to Athens in the Church of Saints Francis and Clara's Italian community, where they are today.

Saint Valentine the Greek We should first say that there is not sufficient information on the national origin of the Saint, though there are some
other (shades of) evidence that the Saint was of Greek origin. For example, the earliest depiction of the Saint bearing the inscription «O ATTOC
BAAENTINOC" in Greek is in the Church of Our Lady the Ancient (Santa Maria Antiqua) of the 6th century which was the parish of Greeks in
Rome. The church particularly venerated saints who were Greeks and generally from the East. The decoration and renovation of the church was
ordered by the Greek Pope John VII (705-707) and finished by his successors, including the last Greek Pope Zacharias (741-752). But perhaps it
is no coincidence that after seventeen centuries, the remains arrived in Greece. The issue here still requires research.

Saint Valentine: Patron of Lovers Apart from the scant historical data we have for Valentine's life, there is accompanied various legends, such
as from those who say he is the patron saint of lovers.

The Saint had a reputation as a peacemaker, and one day while cultivating some roses from his garden, he heard a couple quarrel very
vigorously. This shocked the Saint, who then cut a rose and approached the couple asking them to hear him. Even though they were dispirited,
they obeyed the Saint and afterwards were offered a rose that blessed them. Immediately the love returned between them, and later they returned
and asked the Saint to bless their marriage. Another tradition says that one of the charges against Valentine was that he did not adhere to the
command of the emperor which stated that men who had not fulfilled their military obligations were not allowed to marry; meanwhile the Saint
had blessed the marriage of young Christian soldiers with their beloveds

Saint Valentine and Orthodoxy Many, however, raise the objection that St. Valentine is not mentioned anywhere in the calendar of the
Orthodox Church. Indeed on 14 February in the calendar of the Church there are commemorated Saints Auxentios, Maron and the martyrs
Nicholas and Damian. The explanation is simple: in ancient times hagiographic directories, biographies and martyrologies were written to be
primarily used locally in their own character, and the fame and reputation of a saint locally does not mean that it extended also throughout the
Church. So there may be saints honored widely in one region and completely unknown in another, as for example St. Demetrios, who is famous
throughout the Eastern Church, yet in the West is not honored at all, and is almost unknown, but this does not mean that he is not a saint.

Honor Martyrs - Imitate MartyrsWe honor our saints and St. Valentine when we imitate their courage to proclaim their faith in Christ the
Savior, which they did even at the cost of their lives. We honor them when we beseech them to appeal to God to have mercy on us and forgive
our many sins. We honor them when they are our models of the life in Christ. We do not honor the saints when we measure their 'worth' by
worldly amusements and festivities even in the best circumstances ... To honor the Martyrs is to imitate the Martyrs!




