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Schedule 

Tone 4 
 

Sunday, Sept 15 
Sunday after 

Exaltation 
13th Sunday after 

Pentacost 
10 am Divine Liturgy 
11:15am Fellowship 

Reader: Andy 
Altar: Vasiliy & Vladislav 

Counters: Tom, Mike B  
 

Sunday, Sept 22 
14th Sunday after 

Pentacost 
10 am Divine Liturgy 
11:15am Fellowship 

Reader: Joseph 
Altar: Jefferson 

Counters: Tom, Natalie B 
 

Sunday, Sept 29 
15th Sunday after 

Pentacost 
10 am Divine Liturgy 
11:15am Fellowship 

Reader: Brian 
Altar: Jefferson 

Counters: Tom, Roxy 
 

Greetings on this blessed Lord’s 
Day!  Please take a green 
information sheet if this is your first 
time here.  You can put in any 
collection basket or hand to greeter 

Announcements 
 
Christian Education will resume today.   
 

If you have an emergency this week, please contact Scottie or Pani. 
 

Last week Scottie talked about different ways you can be involved with different ministries.  Think about 
what your talent is and let her know what you would like to participate in. 
 

On September 27 and 28 at St. Nicholas Orthodox Church in Tarpon Springs there is a woman’s retreat 
with Sylvia Leontaritis to talk about her book “Songs of Praise”  Information is at this link: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/st-nicholas-cathedral-womens-retreat-tickets-63539651809 
The retreat includes a copy of her book. 
 

Denis is starting up a weight loss ministry.  Please see him for more details. 
 

We have started a visitation ministry to visit parishioners in need.  We will focus on those who are sick, 
elderly and shut ins.  If you interested in being part of this ministry, please speak to Rebecca. 
 

Please review the calendar on the side of the bulletin and notice if you are scheduled to be a counter with 
a parish council member.   
 

 If you are coming to confession, please be in line by 9:50 am on a normal Sunday.  On a Sunday there is 
a Memorial scheduled, please be in line by 9:35 am.  Please line up down the center isle of the church. 

Parish council contacts:  Scottie (President): 813-629-6027, Brian (Vice President): (813) 763-5226, 
Rebecca (Treasurer): (813) 763-5225, Paula (813) 838-4554 (Secretary)  Tom Moore Financial Secretary 
 

In addition to the prayer corner for the living, we would also like to have one for the reposed.  If you have 
anyone who you would like to be put on this, please speak to Cynthia or send her a message. 
 

If you have someone who needs to be added to the prayer list, please see Cynthia Brown, beginning next 
week.  You can contact Cynthia during the week at cynthiaann36@live.com or on Facebook Messenger.  
We will update the list monthly. 
 

 Prayer Corner Living:  Please pray for the ailing: Kathy, William, Mat. Mary, SD. John, Randee, John, 
Ryan, Olga, Paul, Katy, Joy, Will, Mike, Alex, Darla, Marjie, Pirkko, Freda, John, Joe, Amy, Travis, 
Logan, Joshua, Brian, Jacob, George, Sally, Walter, Nina, Pauline, Arlene, Stacey, Heidi 
 
Reposed: Virginia, Harry, Millie, Harry, Richard, Albert, Mary, John, Doris, Mary 

IN EMERGENCY CALL/TEXT 813-
406-2620 (Fr.’s cell).  If in middle 
of night and no answer, call 813-
659-0123or 813-451-9829  (Pani’s 
cell).   If they are off duty please 
call Parish Council President below 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/st-nicholas-cathedral-womens-retreat-tickets-63539651809
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/st-nicholas-cathedral-womens-retreat-tickets-63539651809
mailto:cynthiaann36@live.com
mailto:cynthiaann36@live.com


 Sign up for fellowship!  It can be as simple as bagels or donuts.  Please see the board in the hall, or a council member if you have any 
questions. Please refer to the Fellowship guidelines when it is your Sunday to do fellowship. 
 

 
The Elevation of the Venerable and Life-Creating Cross of the Lord: The pagan Roman emperors tried to completely eradicate 

from human memory the holy places where our Lord Jesus Christ suffered and was resurrected for mankind. The Emperor Hadrian (117-
138) gave orders to cover over the ground of Golgotha and the Sepulchre of the Lord, and to build a temple of the pagan goddess Venus 
and a statue of Jupiter. 

Pagans gathered at this place and offered sacrifice to idols there. Eventually after 300 years, by Divine Providence, the great 
Christian sacred remains, the Sepulchre of the Lord and the Life-Creating Cross were again discovered and opened for veneration. This 
took place under the Emperor Constantine the Great (306-337) after his victory in the year 312 over Maxentius, ruler of the Western part 
of the Roman empire, and over Licinius, ruler of its Eastern part. In the year 323 Constantine became the sole ruler of the vast Roman 
Empire. 

In 313 he had issued the Edict of Milan, by which the Christian religion was legalized and the persecutions against Christians in 
the Western half of the empire were stopped. The ruler Licinius, although he had signed the Edict of Milan to oblige Constantine, still 
fanatically continued the persecutions against Christians. Only after his conclusive defeat did the 313 Edict of Milan extend also to the 
Eastern part of the empire. The Holy Equal of the Apostles Emperor Constantine, having gained victory over his enemies in three wars 
with God’s assistance, had seen in the heavens the Sign of the Cross, and written beneath: “By this you shall conquer.” 

Ardently desiring to find the Cross on which our Lord Jesus Christ was crucified, Saint Constantine sent his mother, the pious 
Empress Helen (May 21), to Jerusalem, providing her with a letter to Saint Macarius, Patriarch of Jerusalem. 

Although the holy empress Helen was already in her declining years, she set about completing the task with enthusiasm. The 
empress gave orders to destroy the pagan temple and the statues in Jerusalem. Searching for the Life-Creating Cross, she made inquiry of 
Christians and Jews, but for a long time her search remained unsuccessful. 

Finally, they directed her to a certain elderly Hebrew by the name of Jude who stated that the Cross was buried where the 
temple of Venus stood. They demolished the pagan temple and, after praying, they began to excavate the ground. Soon the Tomb of the 
Lord was uncovered. Not far from it were three crosses, a board with the inscription ordered by Pilate, and four nails which had pierced 
the Lord’s Body (March 6). 

In order to discern on which of the three crosses the Savior was crucified, Patriarch Macarius alternately touched the crosses to 
a corpse. When the Cross of the Lord touched the dead one, he came to life. Having beheld the raising of the dead man, everyone was 
convinced that the Life-Creating Cross was found. 

Christians came in a huge throng to venerate the Holy Cross, beseeching Saint Macarius to elevate the Cross, so that even those 
far off might reverently contemplate it. Then the Patriarch and other spiritual leaders raised up the Holy Cross, and the people, saying 
“Lord have mercy,” reverently prostrated before the Venerable Wood. This solemn event occurred in the year 326. 

During the discovery of the Life-Creating Cross another miracle took place: a grievously sick woman, beneath the shadow of 
the Holy Cross, was healed instantly. The elder Jude and other Jews there believed in Christ and accepted Holy Baptism. Jude received 
the name Cyriacus and afterwards was consecrated Bishop of Jerusalem. During the reign of Julian the Apostate (361-363) he accepted a 
martyr’s death for Christ (see October 28). 

The holy empress Helen journeyed to the holy places connected with the earthly life of the Savior, building more than 80 
churches, at Bethlehem the birthplace of Christ, and on the Mount of Olives where the Lord ascended to Heaven, and at Gethsemane 
where the Savior prayed before His sufferings and where the Mother of God was buried after her death. 

Saint Helen took part of the Life-Creating Wood and nails with her to Constantinople. The holy emperor Constantine gave 
orders to build at Jerusalem a majestic and spacious church in honor of the Resurrection of Christ, also including under its roof the Life-
Giving Tomb of the Lord and Golgotha. The temple was constructed in about ten years. Saint Helen did not survive until the dedication 
of the temple, she died in the year 327. The church was consecrated on September 13, 335. On the following day, September 14, the 
festal celebration of the Exaltation of the Venerable and Life-Creating Cross was established. 

Another event connected to the Cross of the Lord is remembered also on this day: its return to Jerusalem from Persia after a 
fourteen year captivity. During the reign of the Byzantine emperor Phocas (602-610) the Persian emperor Khozroes II in a war against 
the Greeks defeated the Greek army, plundered Jerusalem and captured both the Life-Creating Cross of the Lord and the Holy Patriarch 
Zachariah (609-633). 
The Cross remained in Persia for fourteen years and only under the emperor Heraclius (610-641), who with the help of God defeated 
Khozroes and concluded peace with his successor and son Syroes, was the Cross of the Lord returned to the Christians. 

With great solemnity the Life-creating Cross was transferred to Jerusalem. Emperor Heraclius in imperial crown and royal 
purple carried the Cross of Christ into the temple of the Resurrection. With the emperor went Patriarch Zacharios. At the gates by which 
they ascended Golgotha, the emperor suddenly stopped and was not able to proceed farther. The holy Patriarch explained to the emperor 
that an angel of the Lord was blocking his way. The emperor was told to remove his royal trappings and to walk barefoot, since He Who 
bore the Cross for the salvation of the world from sin had made His way to Golgotha in all humility. Then Heraclius donned plain garb, 
and without further hindrance, carried the Cross of Christ into the church. 

In a sermon on the Exaltation of the Cross, Saint Andrew of Crete (July 4) says: “The Cross is exalted, and everything true 
gathers together, the Cross is exalted, and the city makes solemn, and the people celebrate the feast”. 

 


