Vol. IT No. 10 Holy Protection Orthodox Church October, 2021

In case of emergency: Call Father Harry Lisinbigler,
(813) 406 — 2620. If there is no answer, leave a

3820 Moores Lake Rd.
Dover, FL 33527

Schedule:

Friday October 1:
Protection of the
Most Holy Theotokas
Sunday, October 3:
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Sunday, October 10:
Fathers of the 7" Ecumenical Council
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Sunday, October 17:

10 am Divine Liturgy
Sunday, October 24:
10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Sunday, October 31:
10:00 Divine Liturgy

Parish Council:

President: Brian Delp, (813) 763-5226

Vice President: Paula Karagounis, (813) 838-4554
Secretary: Rebecca Delp, (813) 7635225
Treasurer: Tom Moore, (813) 244-7670

Financial Secretary: Natalie Brennan (508) 272-0395
Member, Ellen Flynn, (863) 242-4865

Readers Schedule:

October 3 - SubDcn Joseph / Ellen

October 10 - Arlene/ Brian

October 17 - Brian / SubDcn Peter

October 24 — SubDcn Peter / Arlene

October 31 — Ellen / SubDcn Joseph

November 7 — SubDcn Joseph / Ellen

Counters

October 3 — Jacob - Paula
October 10 - Tracy - Paula
October 17 - Ellen - Paula
October 24 — Nancy - Paula
October 31 — Cynthia - Paula
November 7 — Svetlana - Rebecca

message.Then call Pani Carrie at (813) 451-9829

“Christ is Amongst Us!”

-“He Is, and Ever Shall Be!”
++++

Messages from Father Harry:

Come celebrate the 35™ Anniversary of our parish
on The Feast Day of the Holy Protection on Sunday
October 3! We will have a bonfire on that day,
since we have lots of wood in the fire pit. Maybe we
can have things to roast, either on skewers or
otherwise. (even if it is just marshmallows.)

Father and Pani Watson are purchasing a
Gospelbook as well as a golden cover since our
current cover does not fit. (The old text, which is in
antiquated English, is permanently bound in the old
cover.)

We have about $10,000 of repairs to do on the
social hall and rectory. There is a red basket in the
Church for anyone who is able to donate for this
purpose. Remember that you can give online
through paypal by clicking the link on our website
at www.holyorthodox.org.

You can now see the side of our church again
thanks to Subdeacon Peter Flynn, who cleaned up
and cut the trees on the driveway side. He also does
many other things for the church.

Council News:

*On October 3rd we will elect council members. If you would
like to nominate someone or be on the council, please speak
with Brian.

*Members agreed to have a canned goods drive for Unity in
the Community for Thanksgiving.
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Hurricane Irma Disaster Relief:

The Consistory was flooded from the hurricane and has
many repairs. There are photos in the hall on the
ministry table. If you would like to send a donation, you
can mail it to UOC of USA, PO Box 495 South Bound
Brook, NJ 08880

Out Reach:

*This fall we will continue with a collection basket for a
needy family at Thanksgiving (or an extended family).
You may start bringing in non-perishable food items and
gift cards for the basket in the Narthex or Church Hall.
Please let Pani or Arlene know of a worthy needy
family.

* Another outreach project we will do is collect canned
goods for Unity in the Community. We will provide a
special collection box in the Narthex and church hall.
The purpose of this non-profit organization is to raise
funds and goods to benefit those in need near Plant City,
FL.

Church School:
Contact Pani Carrie for church school information: Volunteers
are needed to help this year. If you can help in any way please
contact Pani Carrie.

Prayer Corner:

Contact Cynthia Brown to add or delete names from the

Prayer Corner lists. Cynthiaann36@live.com or (863) 223-6775.
Living: Please pray for the ailing: Graham, Virginia, Anton, Pearl,
(grandmother) Mike, Stella, Amanda, Mike, Michael, Samuel, Vilma,
Dan, Stacy, Arlene, Bruce, Laura, Christopher, John Sherrie, Chuck
Rick, Darla, Trevor, Tony, Lars, Penny Lynzy, Tani, Avi, Michelle,
Bradley, Jeffery, Reagan, Jana, Douglas, Karen, Tony and Cletus.
Reposed : Please pray for the departed: Virginia, Harry, Millie,
Harry, Richard, Albert, Mary, John, Doris, Mary, Subdeacon John,
Vera, Beverly, James, Dessie, Ernest, Elbert, Bill, Viva, Ina, Cynthia,
Bernard, Finn, Marie, Kathy, Cassia, Francesca, Tina, Joan, Lennie,
Walter, Bertha, and George.

Special Prayers Needed:
Our seminarians need our prayers. Their photos are on a
poster in the church hall on the ministry table.

The Glorification of the
Saints in the Orthodox
Church

This article was written by Fr. Joseph Frawley,
a member of the Orthodox Church in America’s
Canonization Commission. It was originally
published in the April-May 2000 issue of The
Orthodox Church Newspaper.

While the glorification of saints in the Orthodox
Church has been taking place for nearly 2000
years, few people today are certain about how this
really happens. Does the Church “make” a saint?
Are there special panels which decide who can be
considered for sainthood? Are saints “elected” by a
majority vote? Does a person have to perform a
certain number of miracles in order to quality as a
saint? The answers to these questions may be

surprising to some.

We know that there are several categories of
saints: prophets, evangelists, martyrs, ascetics,
holy bishops and priests, and those who live a
righteous life “in the world.” What they all have in
common is holiness of life. Three times in the Book
of Leviticus (Ch 11, 19 and 20) God tells us to be
holy, because He is holy. We must consecrate
ourselves, for we are His people. Saint Peter
reiterates this commandment in the new
testament, challenging us to obey God'’s
commandments and submit our will to His will (1
Pet 1:16). Everyone is challenged to manifest
holiness in their lives, for we all must become
saints! This is our special - and common - calling
from God. It is not something reserved for the
clergy, monastics, or those who are “more pious.”
Everyone who has been baptized into Christ must
live in such a way that Christ lives within us. “Do
you not know,” Saint Paul asks, “that you are God’s
temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?” (1 Cor
3:16).So, the glorification of saints in the Orthodox
Church is a recognition that God’s holiness is
manifested in the Church through these grace-
filled men and women whose lives were pleasing
to God. Very early on, the Church recognized the
righteous ancestors of Christ (Forefathers), those
who predicted His coming (Prophets), and those
who proclaimed the Gospel

(Apostles and Evangelists).
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Then those who risked their lives and shed their
blood to bear witness to Christ

(Martyrs and Confessors) were also recognized
by the Church as saints. There was no special
canonization process, but their relics were
treasured and the annual anniversaries of their
martyrdoms were celebrated. Later, the ascetics,
who followed Christ through self denial, were
numbered among the saints. Bishops and

priests who proclaimed the True Faith and fought
against heresy were added to the list. Finally, those
in other walks of life who manifested

holiness were recognized as saints.

While the glorification of a saint may be initiated
because of miracles, it is not an absolute necessity
for canonization. The Roman Catholic Church
requires three verified miracles in order to
recognize someone as a saint; the Orthodox Church
does not require this. There are some saints,
including Saint Nicodemos of the Holy Mountain
(July 14) and Saint Innocent of Moscow
(commemorated March 31), who have not
performed any miracles, as far as we know. What is
required is a virtuous life of obvious holiness. And
a saint’s writings and preaching must be “fully
Orthodox,” in agreement with the pure faith that
we have received from Christ and the Apostles and
taught by the Fathers and the Ecumenical Councils.

Can the Church “make” a saint? The answer is no.
Only God can do that. We glorify those whom God
Himself has glorified, seeing in their lives true love
for God and their neighbors. The Church merely
recognizes that such a person has cooperated with
God’s grace to the extent that his or her holiness is
beyond doubt.

Are saints “elected” by special panels or by

majority vote? Again, the answer is no. Long before

an official inquiry into a person’s life is made, that
person is venerated by the people where he or she
lived and died. His or her memory is kept alive by
the people who pray for his or her soul or who ask
him or her for intercession. Sometimes people will
visit his or her grave or have icons painted through
their love for the person. Then a request is made,
usually through the diocesan bishop, for the
Church to recognize that person as a saint. A
committee, such as the Orthodox Church in
America’s Canonization Commission, is formed to
research the life of the person who is being
considered for glorification and to submit a report
to the Holy Synod stating its reasons why the
person should or should not be recognized as a
saint. Then the Holy Synod decides to number that
person among the saints and have icons painted

and liturgical services composed.

The formal Rite of Glorification begins with a final
Memorial Service for the person about to be
canonized, after which Vespers and Matins with
special hymns to the saint are chanted and the
saint’s icon is unveiled. The saint’s life is published
and the date of his or her commemoration is
established. The other Orthodox Churches are
notified of the glorification so that they can place

the new saint’s name on their calendars.

Through the prayers of all the saints, may we be
encouraged to follow their example of virtue and

holiness.
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