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In case of emergency: Call Father Harry Lisinbigler, 
(813) 406 – 2620. If there is no answer,  leave a

message. Then call Pani Carrie at (813) 451-9829

3820 Moores Lake Rd. “Christ is Baptized!” 
       Dover, FL 33527         “In the Jordan!” 

Sunday, January 2: 
10:00 Divine Liturgy 
First divine Liturgy of the civil New Year! 
Wednesday January 5: 
Theophany Eve: the Epiphany 
(Manifestation) of Our Lord 
6:00 pm: The Vesperal Divine Liturgy 
Of Theophany with the Blessing of  
Waters (Bring a bottle for Holy Water) 
Thursday, January 6: 
Theophany Morn: the Epiphany of  
Our Lord 
In Tarpon Springs, Concelebratory Liturgy fo 
Theophany 
8 am Matins 
9 am Hierarchical Divine Liturgy of Epiphany 
and blessing of waters. 
Following the Liturgy (around 11 – 11:30): 
Procession  to the Spring Bayou, blessing of 
waters, and Dive for the Cross. 
Friday January 7: 
10:00 am Liturgy, Julian Calendar Nativity; 
Second Day of the Theophany and Feast of 
Saint John the Baptist and Forerunner of 
Christ, *this Liturgy will be mostly in Ukranian 
and Slavonic, with some English. 
Sunday January 9: 
10:00 Divine Liturgy 
Theophany Post-Feast 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Schedule:                        Sunday January 16:  

10:00 Divine Liturgy 
Julian Malanka 
Initial Home Blessings during the week 
Sunday, January 23: 
10:00 Divine Liturgy 
Final Distribution of Holy Water 
Final Home Blessings during the week 
Sunday, January 30: 
10:00 Divine Liturgy
Feast of the Three Holy Hierarchs: Sts. Basil 
the Great. Gregory the Theologian and John 
Chrysostom 
Tuesday, February 1:  
Eve of the Final Day of Christmastide, Feast of 
the Presentation (Meeting) of our Lord in the 
Temple, also known as Candlemas, with 
blessing of candles 
6 pm – 7:30 pm Festal Matins followed by 
Liturgy 
(distribution of blessed candles) 

Notes from Father Harry: 
• Home Blessings will be done for those

who signed up by January 9 and will be
completed prior to January 30. January 9
will be the Last Sunday to put your name
on the sign-up sheet.



Page 2, Vol. III No. 1, 

As most of you know most of my time and 
energy is utilized during this period for 
this purpose, while I still have my duties 
on the Archdiocesan level as canon 
lawyer, director of religious education, 
professor of canon law and dogmatics, 
Dean of the Florida Deanery, member of 
the Christian Forum, among other duties. 
Please respect my time and be assured 
that I will respect yours. 

• Christmastide lasts for 40 days from
December 25 to February 2, the
Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple
(i.e. the Meeting of Our Lord). It consists
of 7 days of Nativity High Feast and after-
feast, Circumcision of our Lord,
Theophany pre-feast, Epiphany
(Theophany) Feast and after-feast, and
concludes on Candlemas (Feb. 2), which
in our culture is known as “Groundhog
Day,” the day when we look to the
increase of the natural light and move
toward spring, but originally has this
religious beginning . It is completely
appropriate to still celebrate receded
Julian Nativity during this period on
January 7, while still giving
commemoration to St. John the Baptist
and Forerunner on that day according to
the restored Julian reckoning.
During this period, from Nativity onward,
even on Fridays, is “Fast-free” until
January 5, when we fast on that day
strictly until evening, eating minimal
foods (no full meals, but only collations as
needed for health) from meat, dairy and fish
during the day, in preparation for the
celebration of Theophany, the Great Feast of
Ephipany, which begins biblically and
liturgically the evening of January 5, the fast
is broken following the Eurcharist

Counter Schedule: 
Jan. 2 -  Svetlana      Ellen 
Jan. 9 –  Mike  Ellen 
Jan 16 – Cynthia Ellen 
Jan 23 -  Tracy Ellen 
Jan. 30 - Nancy  Ellen 
Feb. 6 – Jacob  Paula 

Parish Council: 
President: Brian Delp, (813) 763-5226 
Vice President: Paula Karagounis, (813) 838-4554 
Secretary: Rebecca Delp, (813) 7635225 
Treasurer: Tom Moore, (813) 244-7670 
Financial Secretary: Natalie Brennan (508) 272-
0395 
Member, Ellen Flynn, (863) 242-4865 

Coffee Hour Update: 
Please sign up for Coffee Hour. 
The first Sunday of the month is potluck. 
Supplies Needed: 
Wrapped snack items for when contributions are 
low. 

Out Reach: 
*This spring we plan to support the Pregnancy Care
Center in Plant City. Besides financial donations
they will accept New Baby Items that new mothers
can purchase with coupons they have earned. They
can be anything from diapers, and clothing to cribs.
They just ask that they be new items. We will start
collecting items during Great Lent to help pregnant
mothers who choose to keep their babies rather than
abort them

Prayer Corner: 
Contact Cynthia Brown to add or delete names from 
the Prayer Corner lists. Cynthiaann36@live.com or 
(863) 223-6775.
Living: Please pray for the ailing: Graham, Virginia,
Anton, Pearl, (grandmother) Mike, Stella, Amanda,
Mike, Michael, Samuel, Vilma, Dan, Stacy, Arlene,
Bruce, Laura, Christopher, John Sherrie, Chuck, Rick,
Darla, Trevor, Tony, Lars, Penny Lynzy, Tani, Avi,
Michelle, Bradley, Jeffery, Reagan, Jana, Douglas,
Karen, Roy, Erin, and Cletus.
Reposed : Please pray for the departed: Virginia, Harry,
Millie, Harry, Richard, Albert, Mary, John, Doris, Mary,
Subdeacon John, Vera, Beverly, James, Dessie, Ernest,
Elbert, Bill, Viva, Ina, Cynthia, Bernard, Finn, Marie,
Kathy, Cassia, Francesca, Tina, Joan, Lennie, Walter,
Bertha, George, and Tony.

mailto:Cynthiaann36@live.com


2022 Orthodox Gathering at March for Life 
Friday, January 21, 2022 National Mall 
Washington, DC

HISTORY

Our Roots

Orthodox Christians for Life ("OCLife") was originally founded in 1986 by the Rev. Father Edward Pehanich, the 
late Rev. Deacon John Protopapas, and his wife, Matushka Valerie Protopapas, a prolific writer on sanctity of life 
issues.

The Orthodox Church has never wavered in its teaching that human life is sacred from the moment of 
conception, being made in the Image and Likeness of God, and that abortion is a grave assault against both 
mother and child. However, the original founders of OCLife identified a significant lack in understanding and 
acceptance of the Church’s teaching within Orthodox communities in the United States. 

OCLife was an active and successful grassroots effort for many years. Among other activities, OCLife produced 
various educational publications and newsletters; helped to establish regional chapters around the country; 
encouraged Orthodox participation in the March for Life in Washington, D.C.; and was instrumental in the 
coordination and creation of an Amicus Curiae Brief submitted to the United States Supreme Court in 1989 in the 
case of Planned Parenthood v. Webster, supporting the State of Missouri in an effort to overturn Roe v. Wade.

Unfortunately, over time, the founders were unable to continue their work, and the organization fell dormant by 
the early 2000's.

A New Beginning

Recognizing the important work accomplished by the original founders and the need for its mission to continue, 
an effort has emerged to revive the organization, and we have ambitious plans for impacting the Orthodox 
community. 

Orthodox Christians for Life will strive to engage hearts and minds at all levels of Christian life, from our Sunday 
school classrooms to our seminaries. We will cultivate an Orthodox Christian pro-life ethic that incorporates 
prayer, education, and service into the existing ministries of our church communities. In collaboration with clergy 
and lay leaders, OCLife will produce pastoral resources, create sanctity of life educational curriculum, establish 
parish-based pro-life ministries, develop an Orthodox post-abortion recovery program, and further offer 
opportunities to strengthen the Orthodox community’s commitment to the sanctity of life.

As we renew its mission, we pray that Orthodox Christians for Life will bear fruit to the glory of God.

Visit Orthodox Christians for Life 
https://www.oclife.org/march 
for more information.  Afterword there will be a 
March for Life reception from 5pm - 8pm

https://www.oca.org/holy-synod/bishops/the-most-blessed-tikhon
https://www.oca.org/holy-synod/statements/his-beatitude-metropolitan-tikhon/sanctity-of-life-sunday-2022
https://www.oca.org/orthodoxy/prayers/sanctity-of-life-petitions-and-prayers
https://www.oca.org/orthodoxy/prayers/sanctity-of-life-petitions-and-prayers
https://www.oclife.org/march
https://www.oclife.org/march
https://www.oca.org/sanctity-life-resources


Petitions to Many Saints Known for the Protection of Life And the Enactment of Just Laws
Tone Six
O most holy Trinity, our God, glory to thee.
O most holy !eotokos, save us.
Holy John, Forerunner and Baptist, pray to God for us. Holy Apostles Peter and Paul, pray to God for us.
All ye holy Apostles of the Twelve and of the Seventy, pray
to God for us.
Holy Father Nicholas, pray to God for us.
Holy Greatmartyr Demetrius, pray to God for us.
Holy Greatmartyr George, pray to God for us.
Holy Greatmartyr Barbara, pray to God for us.
Holy Greatmartyr Katherine, pray to God for us.
Holy Hieromartyr Ephraim of Nea Makri, pray to God for us. Holy Hieromartyr Juvenaly of Alaska, pray to 
God for us. Holy Hieromartyrs John and Alexander, pray to God for us. Holy Hieromartyr Anatoly, pray to 
God for us.
Holy Hieromartyrs Seraphim and Vasily, pray to God for us. All ye holy Innocents slain by Herod, pray to 
God for us. Holy forty martyrs of Sebaste, pray to God for us.
Holy Martyr Peter the Aleut, pray to God for us.
Holy Father Basil the Great, pray to God for us.
Holy Father Gregory the !eologian, pray to God for us. Holy Father John Chrysostom, pray to God for us.
Holy Father Innocent of Alaska, pray to God for us.
Holy Father Raphael of Brooklyn, pray to God for us.
Holy Father Tikhon of Moscow, pray to God for us.
Holy Father John of San Francisco, pray to God for us.
Holy Father Nikolai of South Canaan, pray to God for us. Holy Father Eleutherius of Illyria, pray to God for 
us.
Holy Father Nektarios of Aegina, pray to God for us.
Holy Father Ambrose of Milan, pray to God for us.
                       
 Holy Father Tikhon of Zadonsk, pray to God for us.
Venerable Father Stylianus of Paphlagonia, pray to God for us. Venerable Father Herman of Alaska, pray to 
God for us. Venerable Father Paisius of the Holy Mountain pray to God for us. Venerable Mother Mary of 
Egypt, pray to God for us.
Venerable Mother Pelagia the Penitent, pray to God for us.
Holy right-believing Constantine and Helen, pray to God for us. Holy right-believing great prince Vladimir, 
pray to God for us. Holy blessed Xenia of Saint Petersburg, pray to God for us.
Holy blessed Matrona of Moscow, pray to God for us.
Holy Prophet and God-seer Moses, pray to God for us.
Holy and glorious Prophet Elijah, pray to God for us.
Holy Prophet Nathan, pray to God for us.
Holy Prophet Daniel, pray to God for us.
Holy Ananias, Azarias, and Misael, pray to God for us.
Holy and righteous Peter and Fevronia, pray to God for us.
           Holy and righteous Holy and righteous Holy and righteous Holy and righteous
to God for us. Holy and righteous Holy and righteous Holy and righteous Holy and righteous
Juliana of Lazarevo, pray to God for us. Father John of Kronstadt, pray to God for us. Father Jacob of Alaska, 
pray to God for us. Father Alexis of Wilkes-Barre, pray
Olga of Alaska, pray to God for us. Abraham and Sarah, pray to God for us. Isaac and Rebecca, pray to God 
for us. Zecharias and Elisabeth, pray to God for us.
Holy and righteous Joachim and Anna, pray to God for us. All ye saints, pray to God for us!

https://www.oca.org/news/headline-news/office-of-pastoral-life-holds-winter-clergy-peer-learning-synaxis21
https://www.oca.org/news/headline-news/office-of-pastoral-life-holds-winter-clergy-peer-learning-synaxis21
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Saint Gregory 
Thaumatourgos, Bishop 
of Neo-Caesarea 

Discourse 
On the 
Nativity of 
Christ 
December 25 
Brethren, we behold now a great and 
wondrous mystery. Shepherds with cries of 
joy come forth as messengers to the sons of 
mankind, not on their hilly pastures with 
their flocks conversing and not in the field 
with their sheep frolicking, but rather in the 
city of David Bethlehem spiritual songs 
exclaiming. In the highest sing Angels, 
proclaiming hymns Archangelic; the 
heavenly Cherubim and Seraphim sing out 
praises to the glory of God: "Holy, Holy, 
Holy…" Together all do celebrate this 
joyous feast, beholding God upon the earth, 
and mankind of earth amidst the heavens. 

By Divine providence the far distant are 
uplifted to the highest, and the highest, 
through the love of God for mankind, have 
bent down to the far distant, wherefore the 
MostHigh, through His humility, "is exalted 
through humility." On this day of great 

festivity Bethlehem hath become like unto 
heaven, taking place amidst the glittering 
stars are Angels singing glory, and taking the 
place of the visible sun—is the indefinable 
and immeasurable Sun of Truth, having 
made all things that do exist.  

But who would dare investigate so great a 
mystery? "Wherein God doth wish it, therein 
the order of nature is overturned", and laws 
cannot impede. And so, of that which was 
impossible for mankind to undertake, God 
did aspire and did descend, making for the 
salvation of mankind, since in the will of God 
this is life for all mankind. 

On the present joyous day God hath come to 
be born; on this great day of arrival God is 
become That Which He was not: being God, 
He hath become Man, so to speak as though 
removed from Divinity (though His Divine 
Nature be not divested of); in being made 
Man, He hath remained God. Wherefore, 
though He grew and flourished, it however 
was not thus as it were by human power to 
attain to Divinity nor by any human ability 
to be made God; but rather as the Word, by 
miraculous sufferance, wherein He was 
incarnated and manifest not being 
transformed, not being made something 
other, not deprived of that Divine Nature 
which He possessed previously. In Judea the 
new King is born; but this new and 
wondrous nativity which pagan Gentiles 
have come to believe, the Jew have 
eschewed. The Pharisees comprehended 
incorrectly the Law and the prophets. That 
which therein was contradictory for them, 
they explained away mistakenly. Herod too 
strove to learn of this new birth, full of 
mystery, yet Herod did this not to reverence 
the new-born King, but to kill Him. 

That One, Who did forsake the Angels, 
Archangels, Thrones, Dominions, and all the 
constant and luminous spirits—He alone  
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having come a new path, does issue forth 
from an inviolate of seed virginal womb. 
The Creator of all comes to enlighten the 
world, indeed not leaving His angels 
orphaned, and He appears also as Man, 
come forth from God. 

And I, though I see by the NewBorn neither 
trumpets (nor other musical instruments), 
nor sword, nor bodily adornments, neither 
lampadas nor way-lamps, and seeing the 
choir of Christ composed of those humble of 
birth and without influence—it doth 
persuade me to praise of Him. I see 
speechless animals and choirs of youth, as 
though some sort of trumpet, songfully 
resonant, as though taking the place of 
lampadas and as it were shining upon the 
Lord. But what shall I say about what the 
lampadas do light? He—is the verymost 
Hope and Life Itself, He is Salvation Itself, 
Blessedness Itself, the focal point of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. He is Himself borne as 
offering, so that there would in power 
transpire the proclamation of the heavenly 
Angels: "Glory to God in the Highest," and 
with the shepherds of Bethlehem be 
pronounced the joyous song: "And on earth 
peace, good-will to mankind!" Born of the 
Father, in His Person and in His Being 
passionless, now in a manner dispassionate 
and incomprehensible He is born for us. The 
praeternal birth, He alone Who was born 
dispassionately doth know of; the present 
birth, is supernaturally known only by the 
grace of the Holy Spirit; but in both the first 
birth truly, and in the present birth in 
kenotic humbling, actually and immutably 
God was born from God, but He—is also 
Man, having received flesh of the Virgin. In 
the highest of the One Father—He is One, the 
Only-Begotten Son of the One Father; in 
kenotic humbling Unique of the unique 

Virgin, the Only-Begotten Son of the one 
Virgin… God suffereth not passions, in being 
born God of God; and the Virgin did not 
suffer corruption, since in a manner spiritual 
was born the Spiritual. The first birth—is 
inexplicable and the second—is 
insurmiseable; the first birth was without 
travail and the second was without impurity 
... We know, Who now is born of  the Virgin, 
and we believe, that it is He, born of the 
Father praeternally. But what manner of 
birth it was we would not hope to explain. 
Neither with words would I attempt to speak 
of this, nor in thought would I dare to 
approach it, since the Divine Nature is not 
subject to observation, nor approachable by 
thought, nor containable by the hapless 
reasoning. Needful only is to believe in the 
power of His works. The laws of corporeal 
nature are evident: a married woman 
conceives and gives birth to a son in accord 
with the purpose of marriage; but when the 
Unwedded Virgin gives birth to the son 
miraculously, and after birth remaineth a 
Virgin,—then is manifest and higher 
corporeal nature. We can comprehend what 
exists according to the laws of corporeal 
nature, but afront that which is beyond the 
laws of nature, we fall silent, not through 
fear, but moreso through sin-wrought 
fallibility. We must needs fall silent, in silent 
stillness to reverence virtue with a worthy 
reverence and, not going beyond the far 
limits (of word), to be vouchsafed the 
heavenly gifts. 

What to say and what shalt I proclaim? To 
speak more concerning the Virgin Birth-
Giver? To deliberate more on the 
miraculously new birth? It is possible only to 
be astonished, in contemplating the 
miraculous birth, since it overturns the 
ordinary laws and order of nature and of 
things. About the wondrous works (of God) 
one might say in brief, that they are more  
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wondrous than the works of nature, since in 
nature nothing begets itself by its own will, 
though there be the freedom thereof: 
wondrous therefore are all the works of the 
Lord, Who hath caused them to be. O, 
immaculate and inexplicable mystery! That 
One, Who before the very creation of the 
world was the Only-Begotten, Without-
Compare, Simple, Incorporeal, is incarnated 
and descends (into the world), clothed in a 
perishable body, so that He be visible to all. 
For if He were not visible, then by what 
manner would He teach us to keep His 
precepts and how would He lead us to the 
invisible reality? It was for this therefore 
that He became openly visible, to lead forth 
those of the visible world to the invisible. 

Far more so do people reckon their eyesight 
as more credible a witness than mere 
hearsay; they trust that which they see, and 
doubt that which they see not. God willed to 
be visible in body, to resolve and dispel the 
doubts. He willed to be born of the Virgin, 
not to initiate of Her something unneeded 
and wherein the Virgin knew not the 
reasons of the matter, but rather the 
mystery of His birth is an immaculate act of 
goodness, wherein the Virgin Herself asked 
of Gabriel: "How can this be, in that I know 
not a man"—to which She received in reply: 
"The Holy Spirit shalt come upon Thee, and 
the power of the MostHigh shalt 
overshadow Thee" (Lk 1:34-35). But in 
what manner did the Word, Who was God, 

therefore issue forth from the Virgin? 
This—is an inexplicable wonder. Just as a 
goldsmith, having obtained the metal, 
makes of it a thing suitable for use, thus did 
Christ also: finding the Virgin immaculate 
both in spirit and in body, He assumed of 
Her a spirit-fashioned body conformable to 
His intents, and was arrayed in it, as in 
clothing. 

On this wondrous day of the Nativity the 
Word was neither afraid nor ashamed to 
issue forth from the virginal womb, nor did 
He consider it unworthy of Himself to 
assume flesh from His creation—so that the 
creation, made the attire of the Creator, 
should be esteemed worthy of glory, and so 
that mercy should be made known when 
revealed, from whence God through His 
goodness hath descended. Just as it would be 
impossible for an earthen vessel to appear 
before it be clay in the hands of the potter, so 
likewise would it be impossible for the 
perishable vessel (of human nature) to be 
renewed otherwise, to make it the attire of 
the Creator, Who is garbed in it. 

What more to say, what shall I expound on? 
The new wonders do strike me with awe. 
The Ancient of Days is become a Child, to 
make people children of God. Sitting in glory 
in the Heavens, because of His love for 
mankind, He now layeth in a manger of 
dumb beasts. The Inpassionate, Incorporeal, 
Incomprehensible One is taken by human 
hands, in order to atone the violence of 
sinners and the iniquitous and free them of 
their slavery, to be wrapped in swaddling 
cloths and be nourished on the knees of 
Woman, so that shame be transformed into 
honour, the impious to be  
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led to glory, and in place of thorns a crown. 
He hath taken on my body, so that I be 
made capable to have within myself His 
Spirit—He hath appropriated unto Himself 
(my nature), being garbed in my body, and 
doth give unto me His Spirit, so that I, 
giving and in turn receiving, might discover 
the treasure of life. 

What shall I say and what proclaim? 
"Behold, a Virgin in womb shalt conceive 
and She shalt give birth a Son, and they will 
call Him the name Emmanuel, in 
interpretation: God is with us [S nami Bog / 
Meth’ hemon ho Theos / Nobiscum Deus]" 
(Mt 1:23). The saying here deals not with 
something for future whereof we might 
learn to hope, but rather it tells us about 
something that already has occurred and it 
awes us with something that already has 
been fulfilled. What formerly was said to 
the Jews and fulfilled amidst them, is now 
thus amidst us realised as an occurrence, 
whereof we have received (this prophecy), 
and adopted it, and believed in it. The 
prophet says to the Jews: "Behold, a Virgin 
shalt conceive" (Is 7:14); for Christians 
however, the saying devolves upon the 
fulfilling of the actual deed, the full 
treasure-trove of the actual event. In Judea 
a Virgin gave birth, but all the lands of the 
world accepted Her Son. There—was the 
root of the vine; here—the vine of truth. 
The Jews squeezed the wine-press, and the 
Gentiles have tasted of the sacramental 

Blood; those others planted the kernel of 
wheat, and these thrive by the grain harvest 
of faith. The Jews were pricked to death by 
the thorns, the Gentiles are filled by the 
harvest; those others sat beneathe the tree 
of desolation, and these—beneathe the tree 
of life; those expounded the precepts of the 
Law, but the Gentiles reap the spiritual 
fruits. The Virgin gave birth not Herself of 
Herself, but as willed He needing to be 
born. Not in corporeal manner did God act, 
not to the law of the flesh did God 
subordinate Himself, but the Lord of 
corporeal nature manifested Himself to 
appear in the world by a miraculous birth, 
in order to reveal His power and to show, 
that in having been made Man, He is born 
not as a mere man,—that God is made Man, 
since for His will nothing be difficult. 

On the present great day He is born of the 
Virgin, having overcome the natural order of 
things. He is higher than wedlock and free 
from defilement. It sufficed that He the 
preceptor of purity should shine forth 
gloriously, to emerge from a pure and 
undefiled womb. For He—is That Same, Who 
in the beginning did create Adam from the 
virgin soil, and from Adam without wedlock 
did bring forth for him his wife Eve. And as 
Adam was without wife before that he had a 
wife, and the first woman then was brought 
into the world, so likewise on the present 
day the Virgin without man giveth birth to 
That One, about Whom spake the prophet: 
"He—is Man, who is he that doth know 
Him?" The Man Christ, clearly seen by 
mankind, born of God, is such that 
womankind was needed to perfect that of  
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mankind, so that perfectly would be born 
man for woman. And just as from Adam 
was taken woman, without impairment and 
without diminishing of his masculine 
nature, so also from woman without man 
was needed to bring forth a man, similar to 
the bringing forth of Eve, so that Adam be 
not extolled in that without his means 
woman should bring forth woman. 

Therefore the Virgin without cohabitation 
with man gave birth to God the Word, made 
Man, so that in equal measure it was by the 
same miracle to bestow equal honour to 
both the one and the other half—man and 
woman. And just as from Adam was taken 
woman without his diminishing, so likewise 
from the Virgin was taken the body (Born of 
Her), wherein also the Virgin did not 
undergo diminishing, and Her virginity did 
not suffer harm. Adam dwelt well and 
unharmed, when the rib was taken from 
him: and so without defilement dwelt the 
Virgin, when from Her was brought forth 
God the Word. For this sort of reason 
particularly the word assumed of the Virgin 
Her flesh and Her (corporeal) garb, so that 
He be not accounted innocent of the sin of 
Adam. Since man stung by sin had become a 
vessel and instrument of evil, Christ took 
upon Himself this receptacle of sin into His 
Own flesh so that, the Creator having been 
co-united with the body, it should thus be 
freed from the foulness of the enemy, and 

man thus be clothed in an eternal body, 
which be neither perished nor destroyed 
for all eternity. Moreover, He that is become 
the God-Man is born, not as ordinarily man 
is born—He is born as God made Man, 
manifest of this by His Own Divine power, 
since if He were born according to the 
general laws of nature, the Word would 
seem something imperfect. Therefore, He 
was born of the Virgin and shone forth; 
therefore, having been born, He preserved 
unharmed the virginal womb, so that the 
hitherto unheard of manner of the Nativity 
should be for us a sign of great mystery. 

Is Christ God? Christ is God by nature, but 
not by the order of nature did He become 
Man. Thus we declare and in truth believe, 
calling to witness the seal of intact virginity: 
as Almighty Creator of the womb and 
virginity, He chose an unshameful manner 
of birth and was made Man, as He did will. 

On this great day, now being celebrated, God 
hath appeared as Man, as Pastor of the 
nation of Israel, Who hath enlivened all the 
universe with His goodness. O dear 
warriors, glorious champions for mankind, 
who did preach Bethlehem as a place of 
Theophany and the Nativity of the Son of 
God, who have made known to all the world 
the Lord of all, lying in a manger, and did 
point out God contained within a narrow 
cave! And so, we now glorify joyfully a feast 
of the years. Just as hence the laws of feasts 
be new, so now also the laws of birth be 
wondrous. On this great day now  
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celebrated, of shattered chains, of Satan 
shamed, of all demons to flight, the all-
destroying death is replaced by life, 
paradise is opened to the thief, curses be 
transformed into blessings, all sins forgiven 
and evil banished, truth is come, and they 
have proclaimed tidings filled with 
reverence and love for God, traits pure and 
immaculate are implanted, virtue is exalted 
upon the earth, Angels are come together 
with people, and people make bold to 
converse with Angels. Whence and why 
hath all this happened? From this, that God 
hath descended into the world and exalted 
mankind unto Heaven. 

There is accomplished a certain 
transposition of everything: God Who is 
perfect hath descended to earth, though by 
Nature He remaineth entirely in His 
wholeness He be situated upon the earth. He 
was God and was made Man, not negating 
His Divinity: He was not made God, since He 
was always such by His very Nature, but He 
was made flesh, so that He be visible to 
everything corporeal. That One, upon Whom 
even the Heaven-dwellers cannot look, 
chose as His habitation a manger, and when 
He came, all around Him became still. And 
for naught else did He lay in the manger, 
than for this, that in giving nourishment to 
all, He should for Himself extract the 
nourishment of infants from maternal 
breasts and by this to bless wedlock. 

On this great day people, leaving off from 
their arduous and serious affairs, do come 
forth for the glory of Heaven, and they learn 
through the gleaming of the stars, that the 

Lord hath descended to the earth to save 
His creation. The Lord, sitting upon a swift 
cloud, in the flesh wilt enter into Egypt (Is 
19:1), visible fleeing from Herod, on that 
very deed which inspires the saying by 
Isaiah: "On that day Israel wilt be third 
amidst the Egyptians" (Is 19:24). 

People entered into the Cave, thinking not 
at all about this beforehand, and it became 
for them an holy temple. God entered into 
Egypt, in the place of the ancient sadness 
there to bring joy, and in the place of dark 
gloom to shed forth the light of salvation. 
The waters of the Nile had become defiled 
and harmful after infants perished in it with 
untimely death. There appeared in Egypt 
That One, Who upon a time turned the 
water into blood and Who thereafter 
transformed these waters into well-springs 
of the water of rebirth, by the grace of the 
Holy Spirit cleansing away sins and 
transgressions. Chastisement once befell 
the Egyptians, since in their errors they 
defied God. But Jesus now is come into 
Egypt and hath sown in it reverence for 
God, so that in casting off from the Egyptian 
soul its errors, they are made amicable unto 
God. The river waters concurred worthily 
to encompass His head, like a crown. 

In order not to stretch out in length our 
discourse and briefly to conclude what is 
said, we shall ask: in what manner was the 
passionless Word made flesh and become 
visible, while dwelling immutably in His 
Divine Nature? But what shall I say and Page 
3, Vol II No. 12, 
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what declare? I see the carpenter and the 
manger, the Infant and the Virgin Birth-
Giver, forsaken by all, weighed down by 
hardship and want. Behold, to what a 
degree of humiliation the great God hath 
descended. For our sakes "impoverished, 
Who was rich" (2 Cor 8:9): He was put into 
but sorry swaddling cloths—not on a soft 
bed. O poverty, source of all exaltation! O 
destitution, revealing all treasures! He doth 
appear to the poor—and the poor He 
maketh rich; He doth lay in an animal 
manger—and by His word He sets in 
motion all the world. He is wrapped in 
tattered swaddling cloths—and shatters the 
bonds of sinners having called the entire 
world into being by His Word alone. 

What still should I say and proclaim? I see 
the Infant, in swaddling cloths and lying in 
the manger; Mary, the Virgin Mother, stands 
before it together with Joseph, called Her 
husband. He is called Her husband, and 
She—his wife, in name but so and seemingly 
wedded, though in fact they were not 
spouses. she was betrothed to Joseph, but 
the Holy Spirit came upon Her, as about this 
the holy evangelist doth speak: "The Holy 
Spirit shalt come upon Thee, and the power 
of the MostHigh wilt overshadow Thee: and 
He to be born is Holy" (Lk 1:35) and is of the 
seed of Heaven. Joseph did not dare to speak 
in opposition, and the righteous man did not 
wish to reprove the Holy Virgin; he did not  

 

 

 

 

 

want to believe any suspicion of sin nor 
pronounce against the Holy Virgin words of 
slander; but the Son to be born he did not 
wish to acknowledge as his, since he knew, 
that He—was not of him. And although he 
was perplexed and had doubts, Who such 
an Infant should be, and pondered it over—
he then had an heavenly vision, an Angel 
appeared to him and encouraged him with 
the words: Fear not, Joseph, son of David; 
He That shalt be born of Mary is called Holy 
and the Son of God; that is: the Holy Spirit 
shalt come upon the Immaculate Virgin, and 
the power of the MostHigh wilt overshadow 
Her (Mt 1:20-21; Lk 1:35). 

Truly He was to be born of the Virgin, 
preserving unharmed Her virginity. Just as 
the first virgin had fallen, enticed by Satan, 
so now Gabriel bears new tidings to the 
Virgin Mary, so that a virgin would give 
assent to be the Virgin, and to the Nativity—
by birth. Allured by temptations, Eve did 
once utter words of ruination; Mary, in turn, 
in accepting the tidings gave birth to the 
Incorporeal and Life-Creating Word. For the 
words of Eve, Adam was cast out of paradise; 
the Word, born of the Virgin, revealed the 
Cross, by which the thief entered into the 
paradise of Adam. Though neither the pagan 
Gentiles, nor the Jews, nor the high-priests 
would believe, that from God could be born 
a Son without travail and without man, this 
now is so and  

He is born in the body, capable to endure 
suffering, while preserving inviolate the 
body of the Virgin. 
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Thus did He manifest His Almightiness, 
born of the Virgin, preserving the virginity 
of the Virgin intact, and He was born of God 
with neither complication, travail, evil nor a 
separation of forsaking the immutable 
Divine Essence, born God from God. Since 
mankind abandoned God, in place of Him 
worshipping graven images of humans, God 
the Word thus assumed the image of man, 
so that in banishing error and restoring 
truth, He should consign to oblivion the 
worshipping of idols and for Himself to be 
accorded Divine honour, since to Him 
becometh all glory and honour unto ages of 
ages. 

Amen! 
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