Jesus Christ, our
Saviour and Redeemer

Schedule
Today is Tone 2

Sunday June 25
9:35 am Memorial Esper and
Nancy Deep
9:45 am Divine Liturgy
11:15 am Fellowship
Tuesday, June 27
6:00 pm Bible Study Social Hall

Sunday, July 2
9:45 am Divine Liturgy
11:15 am Fellowship
Sunday, July 9
9:45 am Divine Liturgy
11:15 am Fellowship

Holy
Protection
Orthodox
Church

Greetings on this blessed
Lord’s Day! Please take a
green information sheet if this
is your first time here. You can
put in any collection basket or
hand to greeter

IN EMERGENCY CALL/TEXT
813-406-2620 (Fr.’s cell). If in
middle of night and no answer,
call home 813-719-6266
(home), or 813-451-9829
(Pani’s cell)

Announcements
Today’s services are in loving memory of Esper and Nancy Deep.
Please don’t forget that if you want a memorial service to please, in addition to mentioning
it, also email both Fr. and Pani (panicarrie@yahoo.com) (she keeps Fr.’s schedule).
We are putting together a raffle bag for the UOL Convention in July! Our theme is Florida,
please see the green bag on the piano in the hall that says Florida on it. We need your help
to add items to it. Here are some Florida based ideas: Ocean Potion (made in Florida),
sunglasses, Flip-Flops, Stationary, travel diary, playing cards, Tervis (made in Venice,
Florida). If you could help, that would be awesome!
At Saint Joseph Hospital Main, is revitalizing a program titled, “Companions on The
Journey,” where trained volunteers are available to be with dying patients who had no one.
The program has been inactive for a couple of years, but Mission is in the process of
recruiting and training a new group of volunteers for this ministry. If interested, it involves
an initial training, then a commitment to be scheduled for two 8-hour periods per month
(8:00am-4:00 pm or 4:00pm-Midnight) on days of your choice. During those times you
agree to be reachable and available, should there be a need. The training is scheduled for
Saturday, Aug. 5, from 8:00am-2:00pm in the Medical Arts Building, located at St. Joseph
Hospital Tampa. If interested, please contact Jill Mallott at (813) 870-4143 x804143 to
register for the training.

Tuesday, July 11
6:00 pm Bible Study Social Hall

Stewardship Teams
July 2 Scottie
July 9 Nancy
July 16 Linda

Sunday, July 16
9:45 am Divine Liturgy
11:15 am Fellowship

Please remember to follow the preparatory guidelines for communion (see website
www.holyorthodox.org for details).

Tuesday, July 18
6:00 pm Bible Study Social Hall
Sunday July 23
9:45 am Divine Liturgy
11:15 am Fellowship
Tuesday, July 25
6:00 pm Bible Study Social Hall
Sunday July 30
9:45 am Divine Liturgy
11:15 am Fellowship

Readers Schedule
July 2 Mike
July 9 John
July 16 Brian

Prayer Corner: Please pray for the ailing: Mary, Kathy, Susan, Helen, Neila, Olexander,
Anna, John, Carol, Mat. Mary, P.Vera, SD. John, Randee, John, Ryan, Marie, Paul, Mary,
Pangratios, Tikon, Vasili, Jeremiah, Dcn. Luke, Maria, John David, Elizabeth, Joshua,
Alexander, Nicholas, Rebecca, Genevieve, Panteleimon, Vladimir, Margaret, Sean, David,
Sarah, Jonathon, Simon, Gene, Judy, Fr. Michael, Fr. John, Anastasia, Demitrios, Alexandra,
Israel, George, Michelle, George, Beth, Alex, George, Joseph, Jaqueline, Michael, Geverlyn,
Thomas, Norma, Sally, Sarah, Derek, Susan, Lucy, Beth, Kathy, Phyllis, John, David, Shirley,
Kalie, Madeline, Thomas, Patricia, Marie, Archimandrite David, Jake, Tom, Gene, Lisa, Kelly,
Beverly, Taylor, Reghyn, Sylvia, Andreas, Josh, Nicole, Joyce, Sandy, Yamileth, Georgina,
Kathy, Pam, Tammy, Tatum, Ann, Connor, Dylan, Eli, Shay, Ocean, Lauren, Donna, Kim,
Donnie, Lori, Nancy, George, Sharon, Sylvia, Kristi, Gary

The Virgin Martyr Febronia suffered during the reign of Diocletian (284-305). She was raised at a monastery in the city of
Sivapolis (Assyria). The head of the women’s monastery was the abbess Bryaena, the aunt of Saint Febronia. Being concerned
about her niece’s salvation, she assigned her a stricter form of life than the other nuns. According to their monastic rule, on
Fridays the sisters put aside their other duties and spent the whole day in prayer and the reading of Holy Scripture. The abbess
usually assigned the reading to Saint Febronia.News of her pious life spread throughout the city. The illustrious young widow
Hieria, a pagan, began to visit her, and under the influence of her guidance and prayer she accepted holy Baptism, bringing her
parents and kinsfolk to the Christian Faith.
Diocletian sent a detachment of soldiers to Assyria under the command of Lysimachus, Selinus and Primus for the destruction of
Christians. Selenos, the uncle of Lysimachus, was noted for his fierce attitude against Christians, but Lysimachus was of a
different frame of mind from him, since his mother had sought to inspire love for the Christian faith in her son, and she had died a
Christian. Lysimachus had discussed with his kinsman Primus how it would be possible to deliver Christians from the hands of
the torturer. When the detachment of soldiers approached the convent, its inhabitants hid. There remained only the abbess
Bryaena, her helper Thomais and Saint Febronia, who was seriously ill at the time.
It grieved the abbess terribly that her niece might fall into the hands of the torturers, who might defile her. She prayed fervently
that the Lord would preserve her and strengthen her in the confession of Christ the Savior. Selinus gave orders to bring him all the
nuns of the convent. Primus with the detachment of soldiers found no one, except the two old women and Saint Febronia. He
regretted that they had not hidden, and he suggested to the nuns that they flee. But the nuns decided not to leave the place of their
labors and they entrusted themselves to the will of the Lord.
Primus told Lysimachus about the particular beauty of Saint Febronia and advised him to take her for himself. Lysimachus said
that he would not seduce a virgin dedicated to God, and he asked Primus to hide the other nuns somewhere so that they would not
fall into the hands of Selinus. One of the soldiers overheard the conversation and told Selinus. They led Saint Febronia off to the
military commander with her hands bound and a chain around her neck. Selinus urged her to deny Christ, promising her honors,
rewards, and marriage with Lysimachus. The holy virgin firmly and fearlessly answered that she had an Immortal Bridegroom,
and she would not exchange Him for any mortal man. Selinus subjected her to fierce torture. The saint prayed, “My Savior, do not
abandon me in this terrible hour!”
They beat the martyr for a long time, and blood flowed from her wounds. In order to intensify the suffering of Saint Febronia,
they tied her to a tree and set a fire under it. The tortures were so inhuman, that the people began to demand an end to the torture,
since there was no confession of guilt by the girl. Selinus continued to mock and jeer at the martyr, but Saint Febronia became
silent. Because of weakness she was unable to utter a word. In a rage Selinus gave orders to tear out her tongue, smash her teeth,
and finally, to cut off both hands and feet. The people were unable to bear such a horrid spectacle and they left the scene of the
torture, cursing Diocletian and his gods.
Among the crowd was the nun Thomais, who afterwards recorded Saint Febronia’s martyrdom in detail, and also her student
Hieria. She came forth out of the crowd and in the hearing of all reproached Selinus for his boundless cruelty. He gave orders to
arrest her, but learning that Hieria was of illustrious standing whom he could not readily subject to torture, he said, “By your
speech you have brought on Febronia even greater torment.” Finally, they beheaded the holy Martyr Febronia. Departing the
place of execution, Lysimachus wept and withdrew to his quarters. Selinus made ready to eat, but he was not able to take food,
and went off to the quiet of his own chambers. Suddenly, he became like one deranged. Looking up to the heavens, he raved and
bellowed like a bull, then fell down and struck his head on a marble column and died. When Lysimachus learned of this, he said, “
Great is the God of the Christians, Who has avenged Febronia’s blood, so unrighteously shed!” He prepared a coffin, placed the
martyr’s body in it, and took it to the convent.
Abbess Bryaena fell senseless, seeing the mutilated remains of Saint Febronia. Later, she recovered her senses and gave orders to
open the convent gates so that all would be able to come and venerate the holy martyr and glorify God Who had given her such
endurance in suffering for Christ. Lysimachus and Primus renounced their idol worship and accepted both Baptism and
monasticism. Hieria gave her wealth to the convent and petitioned Abbess Bryaena to accept her at the convent in place of Saint
Febronia.Every year, on the day of the martyric death of Saint Febronia, a solemn feast was celebrated at the convent. During the
time of the all-night Vigil the nuns always saw Saint Febronia, at her usual place in church. From the relics of Saint Febronia
occurred numerous miracles and healings. The Life of Saint Febronia was recorded by the nun Thomais, an eyewitness to her
deeds. In the year 363 the relics of Saint Febronia were transferred to Constantinople. Soon after the death of Saint Febronia,
Saint James the Bishop of Nisibis (January 13) built a church and transferred into it a portion of the of the holy martyr’s relics.

